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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COMBINED MEETING OF THE           
66th FINANCE COMMITTEE & 75th BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CALICUT 
HELD ON 11.02.2026 AT 03.30 P.M. THROUGH HYBRID MODE ​
IN CONFERENCE HALL, NIT TRANSIT HOUSE, NEW DELHI 

 
Members present 

 
1. Dr. Sridhar Vembu 

Hon. Chairperson, BoG, NIT Calicut 
(Through Video conference) 

Hon. Chairperson – FC/BoG 

2. Prof. Prasad Krishna 
Director, NIT Calicut 

Member 

3. Prof. Govind Pandey 
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, ​
Madan Mohan Malaviya University of Technology, 
Gorakhpur 

Nominee of NITSER Council 

4. Prof. Vibha Tandon 
Director, CSIR – Indian Institute of Chemical 
Biology, Kolkata  
(Through Video conference) 

Nominee of NITSER Council 

5. Shri. Heera Lal 
Deputy Secretary (NITs-I), MoE 
(Through Video conference) 

Representing the Member for 
TE, MoE 

6. Smt. R Mythili 
Director (Budget), IFD, MoE 
(Through Video conference) 

Representing the Member for 
IFD, MoE 

7. Dr. Chandrasekharan K 
Nominee of the Senate, NIT Calicut 
(Through Video conference) 

Member 

8. Dr. V Sakthivel 
Nominee of the Senate, NIT Calicut 
(Through Video conference) 

Member 

9. Shri. V Noushad 
Nominee of Government of Kerala 
(Through Video conference) 

Member 

10. Prof. Asokan Thondiyath 
Nominee of Director, IIT Madras 
(Through Video conference) 

Member 

11. Dr. M. G. Suresh Kumar 
Nominee of Government of Kerala 
(Through Video conference) 

Member 

12. Dr. Sunil Jacob John 
Registrar (i/c), NIT Calicut 

Member Secretary (FC) / 
Secretary (BoG) 
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The Member Secretary (FC)/Secretary (BoG) informed that the quorum for the meeting is 
satisfied. 

The Chairperson, FC/BoG, NIT Calicut, called the meeting to order at 3.30 PM and welcomed the 
members. 

The agenda item and the decision taken is enumerated in subsequent Paragraph:  
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Subject 
BG.75.01 
FC.66.01 

A Special Combined Meeting of the 66th Finance Committee and the 75th Board of 
Governors of the Institute was convened in hybrid mode at the NIT Transit House, 
New Delhi on 11-02-2026, 3.30 PM, pursuant to the directions of the Hon’ble 
Chairman, Board of Governors. The lone agenda item placed before the members 
was the consideration of the Minutes and Recommendations of the duly constituted 
Selection Committees relating to the recruitment of Academic Staff under Phase–I, 
notified vide Notification No. NITC/P01/456/FR/2025 dated 23.09.2025,    issued  
under    the    Rolling    Advertisement    No. NITC/456/FR-ROL-ADVT/2025 dated 
22.09.2025. 

 At the commencement of the proceedings, the Board directed Dr. V. Sakthivel, Assistant 

Professor Grade-I and Senate Nominee, to recuse himself from participation in the 

deliberations of the meeting. The direction was issued in view of the fact that the said 

member was an applicant in the recruitment process under consideration, and such recusal 

was recorded as necessary to uphold propriety, transparency, and the principles of natural 

justice, and to avoid any conflict of interest. 
 

As directed by the Board in its meeting held on 24.11.2025, the Director, NITC gave a 

detailed presentation of the process and procedures followed during the recruitment 

process along with the documentary evidence to support the decisions taken during 

shortlisting by the various Committees for the purpose. 

In his note of dissent (ANNEXURE – II), one of the State Government Nominees alleged 

that procedural violations have occurred and noted that there is active litigation 

surrounding the matter. Drawing a parallel to the case of NIT Durgapur, he recommended 

that an independent enquiry committee may be constituted to review compliance within a 

time-bound period. 

Another State Government nominee expressed his dissent (ANNEXURE – III), stating 

that in view of the interim order of the High Court of Kerala and the matter being 

subjudice, it is not appropriate to approve the Selection Committee’s recommendations at 

this stage. 

One of the senate nominees (ANNEXURE – IV) declined to approve the Selection 

Committee’s recommendations, asserting that the faculty recruitment is not as per the 

Recruitment Rules (RR) in the NIT Statutes. The Director pointed out a potential 

inconsistency in the senate nominee’s position, reminding the Board that he had previously 

signed the ACoFAR minutes in his capacity as member of ACoFAR, where shortlisting 
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criteria were unanimously agreed upon. He had also served as the Chairperson of the 

Scrutiny Committee for the Department of Physics, effectively overseeing the very process 

he is now questioning. 
 

The Board noted that the detailed presentation given by the Director has clarified the 

concerns raised by three members. Further, the Board has also opined that the process 

followed by NIT Calicut cannot be compared with NIT Durgapur and hence, it does not 

warrant any external intervention and thus formation of an independent enquiry committee 

is not necessary. 

The Board thereafter deliberated in detail of the vacancies notified and the recruitment 

exercise undertaken for fifteen Departments of the Institute. It was placed on record that 

the selection process was done in accordance with the qualifications and other terms and 

conditions of appointment of academic staff as specified under Schedule ‘E’ of the First 

Statutes of the National Institute of Technology and its amendments thereof and is used in 

conjunction with the guidelines/clarifications issued by the Ministry of Education with the 

approval of the Council of NITs from time to time. 

The members were informed of the selection committees, scrutiny guidelines, short-listing 

criteria, constitution of the Scrutiny Committees, and the final lists of shortlisted 

candidates which are published on the Institute website. The Board noted that no 

procedural violations occurred and the entire process had been carried out in a structured, 

transparent, and time-bound manner. The Board was also informed that none of the 

Department Heads or Chairpersons of scrutiny committees have raised any objection to the 

shortlisting criteria at any stage of the selection process. 

It was further recorded that the Selection Committees had been constituted utilizing 

previously approved expert panels, with minor modifications authorized by the Director, in 

his capacity as Chairman of the Senate & Director of the Institute, wherever necessitated. 

The expert panels comprised eminent academicians and subject experts drawn from 

nationally reputed institutions, including Indian Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes 

of Management, and other premier academic and research establishments. The interview 

process was conducted during the period from 06 November 2025 to 22 November 2025, 

inclusive of weekends, to ensure timely completion. 
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 It was also noted that, at the conclusion of each day’s proceedings, the recommendations 

of the respective Selection Committees were duly sealed and secured in the presence of the 

experts to maintain confidentiality and procedural integrity. 
 

The Board was informed about three writ petitions pending before the Hon’ble High Court 

of Kerala in relation to the recruitment notification. The board members took cognizance 

of the interim orders issued therein and noted, for the record, that no stay or restraint order 

had been granted by the Hon’ble Court prohibiting the continuation or finalization of the 

recruitment process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decision 

Upon due consideration of the presentation and clarifications furnished by the Director, 

and after detailed deliberations thereon, the Finance Committee and the Board of 

Governors, by way of a majority resolution, accorded approval to the entire recruitment 

process, including the panel of experts, selection committees (ANNEXURE – V), the 

scrutiny and short-listing criteria (ANNEXURE – VI), and the recommendations of the 

respective Selection Committees. 
 

Out of Eleven (11) members entitled to vote and present, seven (7) members voted in 

favour of the resolution, three (3) members voted against the resolution, and one (1) 

member abstained from voting, having recused himself from the meeting. Accordingly, 

the resolution was duly approved and passed by absolute majority. 
 

The list of recommended candidates is appended hereto as (ANNEXURE – I).  

The Institute was authorized to proceed with the issuance of Offers of Appointment to 

the candidates recommended by the respective Selection Committees. 
 

It was further resolved that a comprehensive report containing the cadre-wise and 

category-wise particulars of the selected candidates across various departments shall be 

placed before the Board of Governors at its subsequent meeting for information, 

ratification, and record. 

 
 
There being no further items, the meeting was concluded at 05.00 pm with a proposal to thank the 
Chair. 
 
 

 
 

Registrar (i/c) and  
Secretary (BoG) / Member Secretary (FC) 
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ANNEXURE - I
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